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STANDARDS:

SS/G5 Locate selected features in Southwest

Asia (Middle East).

o. Locate on a world and regional political-physical §
map: Euphrates River, Jordan River, Tigris

River, Suez Canal, Persion Gulf, Strait of

Hormuz, Arabion Sea, ond Red Sea. ‘_
. Locate on a world and regional political—physical §

mMap: Afghanistan, Lron, Lrag, Lsroel, Kuwait,

Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, Gaza Strip, and

West Bank.




TEACHER INFO:

Print of f the Southwest Asia map
handouts for each student. *Print
front—to—back to save paper

Students should use an atlas to label
the map before the presentation in
order tfo become familiar with the
features.




I. Political
Features:
Label the following

countries/territories on

the map:

* Afghanistan

* lran
* lraq
e Israel

* Saudi Arabia

*  Turkey

*  Kuwait

* Syria

*  Gaza Strip
*  West Bank

© Brain Wrinkles

Map Key

Il. Physical Features:
Create a map key that
includes symbols for:

* Rivers

* Seas

e Canal

e Gulf

e Strait

* Gaza Strip

Label the following physical
features:

* Euphrates River

* Jordan River

* Tigris River

* Suez Canal

* Persian Gulf

* Strait of Hormuz

* Arabian Sea

* Red Sea

Draw the symbol for each

feature next to the correct
label on the map. Color all
symbols!



1. Which country shares o border with Jordon and lies along the
Mediterraneon Sea?

2. Which country touches both the Red Sea ond the Persian Gulf?

3. In order to reach the Persion Gulf from ILroag, through which country
must you travel?

4. Which countries share o border with Jordon and Lroq?

5. Which country lies between the Black Sea and the Mediterroneon
Sea?

6. Which country lies between the Cospion Sea and the Persion Gulf?

7. Which country is east of Lran?

8. The Goza Strip and the West Bank are located in which country?

A In order to reach the Persian Gulf from Turkey, through which
countries would you most likely travel?

© Brain Wrinkles
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Il. Physical Features:
Create a map key that
includes symbols for:

* Rivers

* Seas
e Canal
e Gulf
e Strait

* Gaza Strip

Label the following physical
features:

* Euphrates River

* Jordan River

* Tigris River

* Suez Canal

* Persian Gulf

* Strait of Hormuz

* Arabian Sea

* Red Sea

Draw the symbol for each
feature next to the correct
label on the map. Color all
symbols!



Which country shares a border with Jordan ond lies along the
Mediterranean Sea?
Lsroel

2. Which country touches both the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf?
Saudi Arabia

3. In order to reach the Persion Gulf from Lrag, through which country
mMust you travel?
Kuwaoit

4. Which countries share a border with Jordon and Lraq?
Syrio ond Saudi Arabio

5. Which country lies between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean
Sea?
Turkey

6. Which country lies between the Caspion Sea ond the Persion Gulf?
Lron

7. Which country is east of Lran?
Afghaniston

8. The Gaza Strip and the West Bank are located in which country?
Isroel

9 In order to reach the Persian Gulf from Turkey, through which
countries would you most likely travel?
Definitely Lraq & possibly Syria depending on locotion
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TEACHER INFO: CLOZE Notes

* The next pages are handouts for the
students to use for note—toking during
the presentation. (Print front to back to
save poper ond ink.)

+ Check the answers as a closs after the |
presentation.




Middle East
* The Middle East is also known as the “crossroads of the world” becouse of its location in the

center of - Asia, Africa, and Europe.

. are the most common physical feoture here and moke up 66% of
the area.

. in the region, with countries often competing over access to the

rivers ond seas.

Euphrates River

* The Euphrotes and Tigris Rivers both start in the and run parallel to
each other in some places.

* The Euphrates River runs through Syria before joining with the Tigris River in

» It then flows along the border between and empties info the
Persian Gulf.
* The Euphrates is the birthplace of the ancient civilizations of Sumer,

, & Assyria.
» Itis a source of water for Lraq, , and Turkey today.
Tigris River
* The Tigris River flows through :
* Along with the Euphrotes, the Tigris wos a of ancient Middle

Eastern civilizations.
* Today, the rivers still provide water for both
* The countries thot share these rivers have had problems over how the <<o+mﬁ

Jordan River

* The Jordan River starts in the , Lebanon, and Syrio, and flows
south until it reaches the Dead Sea.

* Itis only 20 feet wide ot some parts and only ot its deepest point.

* This riveris a for Israel, Lebonon, Jordan, parts of Syria, & many
of those living in the West Bank & the Goza Strip.

* The Jordan River is also important becouse it is the between

Tsrael, the West Bonk, & Jordan.
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W ASIA Geography CLorE Neotes 2

Suez Canal

* The Suez Canal connects the to the Mediterraneon Seao.

* [tisa 120-mile that is used to transport goods to and from Asio,
Africo, & Europe.

* The Suez Canal is an because it allows trade between all three
confinents.

* At the northern end of the Red Sea, ships can enter the conal and can get to the
Mediterranean Sea without having to sail all around the

Persion Gulf

* The Persion Gulf is a between Lron and the Arabion Peninsula.

* This area holds one of the largest and most important in the
world.

* Itis one of the main ways from the rich fields of Kuwait, Saudi

Arabio, Iran, and other countries that line its shores.
* All of the countries that produce oil in thot region depend on the Persion Gulf os a

Strait of Hormuz
* The Strait of Hormuz is o narrow waterway thot connects the Persion Gulf to the

* It is a critically importont shipping channel becouse much of the
posses through this strait.

* Any ships coming out of or info the must navigate through this
Very narrow waterway.

Arabion Sea

* The Arabian Sea is the most northwestern port of the :

* It is bordered by , Pakistan and Iran to the north, ond the Arabion
Peninsula to the west.

* For centuries, it hos formed a between Europe and the western

ports of India.

Red Sea

* The Red Sea is an arm of the Indion Ocean thot lies between and
Asia.

+ Itis linked to the Mediterranean Sea by the

* Because of the Red Sea’s location between Europe and East Asio,
tokes place here.

* During the Middle Ages, it was a key part of the

© Brain Wrinkles



LAND DISPUTES
Palestine
* The area that covers Isroel, the Gaza Strip, and the West Bank was once known as

+ After WWLI and the Holocaust, the gained a lot of momentum
throughout the world.

» Zionists wanted to reunite the world’s Jews and in Palestine.

* The United Nations decided to divide Palestine into —a Jewish state

ond an Arab state.

Goza Strip
e Tn 1947, the United Nations creoted the stote of Israel for the Jews and
for the Arobs—the area around the town of Gazo ond the territory

of the West Bank.

* The Goza Strip is often and there have been many outbreoks of
violence over the lost 60 years.

. continue between Lsroel and surrounding countries.

* The Goza Strip is located along the southeastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea, ond is
bordered on the south by Egypt, and on the :

* The Goza Strip is o rectongular territory that is about ond 4 to 5
miles wide.

* It's one of the world’s most areas.

West Bank
* The ferritory of the West Bank is also locoted
* The United Nations created the area for Arabs, but in the 19¢0s, Isroelis Ummoj to
the West Bank.
* More and more Jewish settlers have moved info the area, which hos led to more tension with
Arabs and fo :
. between Jews and Arobs plagues this area foday.
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Middle East

The Middle Eost is also known os the “crossroads of the world” because of its
location in the center of three contfinents - Asia, Africa, ond Europe.

Deserts are the most common physical feature here and moke up 66% of the
areo.

Water is scarce in the region, with countries often competing over access to the
rivers and seos.

Euphrates River

The Euphrates and Tigris Rivers both start in the mountoins of Turkey and run
parallel to each other in some places.

The Euphrates River runs through Syria before joining with the Tigris River in
southern Lrag,

It then flows along the border between Kuwait ond Lran ond empties info the
Persian Gulf.

The Euphrotes is the birthplace of the ancient civilizations of Sumer, Bobylon, &
Assyrio.

It is a source of water for Lraq, Syrio, ond Turkey today.

Tigris River

The Tigris River flows through Turkey to Lraq,

Along with the Euphrates, the Tigris was a central part of ancient Middle Eastern
civilizations.

Today, the rivers still provide water for both drinking ond forming.

The countries that share these rivers have had problems over how the woter
should be shared.

Jordan River

The Jordon River starts in the mountains of Lsroel, Lebanon, ond Syrio, ond flows
south until it reaches the Dead Seo.

Itis only 20 feet wide ot some parts oand only 17 feet deep ot its deepest point.
This river is a moin source of water for Lsrael, Lebonon, Jordan, parts of Syrio, &
moany of those living in the West Bank & the Gaza Strip.

The Jordon River is also importont because it is the political boundory between
Lsrael, the West Bank, & Jordan.
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W ASIA Geography CLorE Neotes 2

Suez Canal

* The Suez Canal connects the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea.

* Ttis a 120-mile mon—made waterwoy that is used to troansport goods to and from
Asia, Africo, & Europe.

* The Suez Conal is on importont shorfcut becouse it allows trade between all three
continents.

* Af the northern end of the Red Sea, ships can enter the canal and can get to the
Mediterranean Sea without having fo sail all around the contfinent of Africo.

Persion Gulf

* The Persian Gulf is a shallow body of woter between Iran and the Arabian Peninsulo.

* This area holds one of the largest and most important ol fields in the world.

* Itis one of the main ways ol is shipped from the rich fields of Kuwaoit, Saudi Arabio,
Lran, and other countries that line its shores.

* All of the countries that produce oil in thot region depend on the Persian Gulf as o
shipping route.

Stroait of Hormuz

* The Strait of Hormuz is a narrow waterway thot connects the Persian Gulf to the
Arobian Seo.

* Itis a critically important shipping channel because much of the world’s oll supply
posses through this strait.

* Any ships coming out of or into the Persion Gulf must navigate through this very narrow
waterway.

Arabian Sea

* The Arabion Sea is the most northwestern part of the Indion Ocean.

* Itis bordered by India to the east, Pakiston and Lron o the north, and the Arabian
Peninsula o the west.

* For centuries, it has formed a key shipping route between Europe and the western
ports of India.

Red Sea

* The Red Sea is an arm of the Indian Ocean that lies between northeast Africa and
Asio.

* Itis linked to the Mediterraneon Sea by the Suez Canal.

* Because of the Red Sea’s location between Europe and East Asio, heavy shipping troffic
tokes place here.

* During the Middle Ages, it wos o key part of the Spice Trode.
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LAND DISPUTES

Palestine

* The area that covers Israel, the Gaza Strip, and the West Bank wos once known
as Palestine.

* After WWII ond the Holocaust, the Zionist movement gained a lot of momentum
throughout the world.

* Zionists wanted to reunite the world’s Jews ond give them a homelond in
Polestine.

* The United Notions decided to divide Palestine into separate notions —a Jewish
state and an Arab stote.

Goza Strip

* In 1947, the United Notions created the state of Lsrael for the Jews and two
territories for the Arabs—the area around the town of Gaza ond the territory of
the West Bank.

* The Goza Strip is often politically unstable ond there have been many outbreoks
of violence over the lost 60 years.

 Disputes over this territory continue between Lsroel and surrounding countries.

* The Goza Strip is located along the southeostern shore of the Mediterroneon Seao,
ond is bordered on the south by Egypt, and on the north and east by Lsrael.

* The Goza Strip is o rectangular territory that is about 25 miles long and 4 t0 5
miles wide.

* It's one of the world’s most densely populated areos.

West Bank

* The territory of the West Bank is also locoted within Lsrael.

* The United Notions created the area for Arabs, but in the 1960s, Lsraelis begon
to invade ond occupy the West Bank.

* More and more Jewish settlers have moved into the areo, which has led to more
tension with Arabs and to frequent violent conflicts.

* Political instobility between Jews and Arabs plogues this area today.
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MicclelEasi

 [he Middle East is also known as the
‘crossroads of the world” because of ifs
location in The center of three confinents -
Asia, Africa, ond Europe.

* Deserts are the most common physical
feature here and moke up 66% of the area.

* Woater is scarce in the region, with countries

often competing over access to the rivers ond
SE0S.
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SVINFEES RIVE

* The Euphrates and Tigris Rivers both
start in the mountains of Turkey and run
parallel o each other in some places.

* The Euphrotes River runs through Syrio
before joining with the Tigris River in
southern Lragq,

* It then flows along the border between
Kuwait and Lron and empties info the
Persion Gulf.
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The Euphrates is the birthplace of the
oncient civilizations of Sumer, Babylon, &
Assyrio.

e Itis a source of water for Lraq, Syria,
ond Turkey today.

© Brain Wrinkles







VIEIRlS RIVER

* The Tigris River flows through Turkey to Lraq,

* Along with the Euphrates, the Tigris was a
central part of ancient Middle Eastern
civilizations.

* Today, the rivers still provide water for both
drinking oand farming.

 The countries that share these rivers have hod
problems over how the water should be
shared.
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Jerelem RiVveEr

e The Jordon River starts in the mountains of Israel,

Lebanon, and Syria, ond flows south until it reaches the
Dead Sea.

* Itisonly 20 feet wide ot some parts and only 17 feet
deep at its deepest point.

e This river i1s a main source of water for Israel,

Lebanon, Jordan, parts of Syria, & many of those living
in the West Bank & the Goza Strip.

* The Jordon River is also important because it is the
political boundary between Lsrael, the West Bank, &
Jordon.
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SveA@Cana

e The Suez Conal connects the Red Sea to the
Mediterronean Sea.

e Itis a 120-mile man—moade waterway that is used
to transport goods to and from Asia, Africa, &
Europe.

* The Suez Canal is an importont shortcut because it
ollows trade between all three continents.

* At the northern end of the Red Sea, ships con
enter the conal and con get to the Mediterroneon

Sea without having to sail all around the continent
of Africo.
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BeRSianiGulf

* The Persion Gulf is a shallow body of water
between Lron and the Arabion Peninsulo.

* This area holds one of the largest and most
importont oll fields in the world.

* Itis one of the main ways oll is shipped from
the rich fields of Kuwait, Saudi Arobia, Lron, and
other countries that line its shores.

* All of the countries that produce oil in that region
depend on the Persion Gulf as a shipping route.
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SurFeEy ©F Werna2

* [he Strait of Hormuz is a narrow woterwaoy
that connects the Persion Gulf to the
Arobion Seao.

e [tis a critically important shipping channel
because much of the world’s oil supply
posses through this strait:

* Any ships coming out of or into the Persion
Gulf must navigate through this very
NOrrow Woterwaoy.
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ARabicaniSEed

* The Arabian Sea is the most
northwestern part of the Lndian Ocean.

* It is bordered by Lndia to the east,
Pakistan ond Iran to the north, and the
Arobian Peninsulo to the wesT.

* For centuries, it has formed a key
shipping route between Europe ond the
western ports of India.
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RediSea

e T[he Red Sea is an arm of the Indion
Oceon that lies between northeast Africa
ond Asia.

 Itis linked to the Mediterroneon Sea by
the Suez Coanal.
* DBecause of the Red Sea’s location
between Europe and East Asia, heavy
shipping traffic tokes place here.

* During the Middle Ages, it was a key part
of the Spice Trade.
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Ralesiine

* The area that covers Lsrael, the Gaza Strip, ond
the West Bank was once known as Palestine.

« After WWIL ond the Holocoust, the Zionist
movement gained a lot of momentum throughout
the world.

e /ionists wanted to reunite the world’'s Jews and
give them a homeland in Palestine.

* The United Nations decided to divide Palestine into
separate nations—a Jewish state and an Arab
stote.
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GCazZaSIRIP

e In 1947, the United Nations created the state
of Israel for the Jews and two territories for

the Arabs—the area around the town of Gaza
ond the territory of the West Bank.

* The Gazo Strip is of tfen politically unstable and
there have been many outbreoks of violence
over the last 60 years.

* Disputes over this territory continue between
Isroel and surrounding countries.
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GCazZaSIRIP

* The Goza Strip is located along the
southeastern shore of the Mediterranean
Seo, and is bordered on the south by Egypt,
ond on the north and eoast by Lsroel

* The Goza Strip is a rectangular territory
that is about 25 miles long and 4 to 5 miles
wide.

e [+'s one of the world’'s most densely
populoted areos.
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WESy el

* The ferritory of the West Bank is also located
within Lsroel

* The United Nations created the area for Arobs, but
in the 1960s, Lsraelis began to invade ond occupy
the West Bank.

e More and more Jewish settlers have moved into
the area, which has led to more tension with
Arabs and fo frequent violent conflicts.

* Political instability between Jews and Arobs
plogues this area todoay.
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TEACHER INFO:
* Print of f the following slide for each student

* They should complete the chart after
discussing the presentation.

 Check answers as a class when finished. If
tfime, have students color their pictures.




SW Asia’s Physical Features

Directions: Complete the chart below with information that you learned during the
presentation. If time allows, color your illustrations.

Euphrates River Persian Gulf

What: What:
Where: Where:
llustration: llustration:

Tigris River Strait of Hormuz
What: What:
Where: Where:
[llustration: llustration:
What: What:
Where: Where:
[llustration: llustration:

Svez Canal Red Sea
What: What:
Where: Where:
[llustration: llustration:
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SW Asia’s Physical Features

Directions: Complete the chart below with information that you learn during the
presentation. If time allows, color your illustrations.

Euphrates River

What: birthplace of ancient Middle
Eastern civilization

Where: Turkey to Persian Gulf

[llustration: will vary

Persian Guif

What: holds some of the world’s
most important oil fields; shipping
fields

Where: Between Iran & Arabian
Peninsula

[llustration: will vary

Tigris River

What: birthplace of ancient Middle
Eastern civilization

Where: Turkey to Irag

[llustration: will vary

Strait of Hormuz
What: much of the world’s oil supply
is shipped through this narrow
waterway

Where: between Persian Gulf and
Arabian Sea

llustration: will vary

Jordan River

What: key source of water for Israel,
Jordan, Lebanon, & Syria

Where: Israel to Dead Sea

lllustration: will vary

Arabian Sea
What: important trade route

between India and Europe

Where: Bordered by India to the
east, Pakistan and Iran to the north,
and the Arabian Peninsula to the
west

llustration: will vary

Svez Canal
What: man-made structure that’s

important to trading

Where: connects Red Sea to
Mediterranean Sea

lllustration: will vary

Red Sea
What: linked to Mediterranean Sea by

Persian Gulf; important shipping
route

Where: between northeast Africa
and Asia

llustration: will vary
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TEACHER INFO: Flyswatter Review

Project a blank map of Southwest Asia on the
whiteboard.

Put the students into groups and have one
member from each group come to the board.

Call out dif ferent places/features in Southwest
Asia and have the students use flyswatters to hit
the location.

The first person to hit it correctly wins!




FIEYSGZER [REVIEWY

e One member from each teom will come to
The board.

* L will call out dif ferent political and physical
features of Southwest Asio.

e If you know where the feature or country is
located, you should hit the location on the
Map.

* The first person fo correctly hit the location
wins a pointl

© Brain Wrinkles







TEACHER INFO:

Each student will need a piece of paper. (I like to use _
construction paper, then T hang the finished products on the
wall.)

They will choose 1 of the physical features and will write a
descriptive paragroph about it. They will also draw an

illustration of the feoture.

On the back, they should write the naome of the feature.

In small groups, have students take turns sharing their
“‘clues” and guessing each other’'s features.




Belihellhing™

Your Tosk:
* Choose ONE of SW Asia’s physical features
ond we'll try to guess what you arel

* Imagine that you are one of the physical
features of SW Asia. Using descriptive
details, include of least 5 inferesting facts
about yourself.

e Drow a colorful illustration of the feoture
underneath your description.

© Brain Wrinkles
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Can you believe it? 1 didn’t even exist less
thon two hundred years ago. Everyone soys
that I'm super importont to the economy
ond blah, blah, blah, but L am so tired of
everybody always using me. Chug, chug,
chug across me all day long. I miss the
good ol days when L could relox and look
out over the oll fields. All L see now are
people In such a hurry to reach the other

side.

© Brain Wrinkles
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TEACHER INFO: Insta-Snaps

* Print of f the following slide & make o copy for
each student. :

* The students will draw 3 pictures of places
thot they would like to visit in SW Asia (based
on what they learned in the lesson). They
should include a #summary for each picture.




SW Agla Insia-Shaps

Directions: Tmagine that you just took o trip around SW Asia. Whot are three noteworthy things that you would wont to take o picture of
and post on Instagram for all of your followers to see? Make sure you include o #_____ S0
showing. Yes, you con use filters when coloring your pictures! Be creativel

that they know what your picture is

1102 likes
#

© Brain Wrinkles
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TEACHER INFO: Comprehension Check

Print of f the Comprehension Check for each
student.

The students will complete this handout ot the end |
of the lesson. You can count this as a quiz! :




1. Which physical features moke trode eosier?

2. Much of the world’s ail supply is shipped through which
waterwoy?

3. What is the body of water between northeast Africa and
Asia called?

4 Which river is the key water source for Lsrael, Lebanon, ond
Syria?

5. Are there any physical features countries might fight over?
Why do you think they would do this?

6. What are the two small lond areas that hove been a source
of violent conflict for Lsraeli Jews ond Palestinion Arobs for
years?

7. Which features holds massive reserves of oil?

8. What is the man—mode structure that connects the Red Sea
to the Mediterraneon Sea called?

9. Which two rivers were the birthplace for ancient Middle
Eostern civilization?

© Brain Wrinkles



1. Which physical features moke trade easier?

Suez Canal, Persion Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, Arabion Sea, Red Sea
2. Much of the world’s oil supply is shipped through which
waterwoy?

Stroit of Hormuz

3. What is the body of woter between northeast Africa and
Asia called?

Red Sea

4. Which river is the key woter source for Isroel, Lebanon, and
Syrio?

Jordan

5. Are there any physical feotures countries might fight over?
Why do you think they would do this?

Rivers - water is scarce

6. What are the two small land areos that have been a source
of violent conflict for Isroeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs for
years?

Goza Strip and the West Bank

7. Which features holds massive reserves of oil?

Persion Gulf

8. What is the man—made structure that connects the Red Sea
to the Mediterranean Sea called?

Suez Canal

9. Which two rivers were the birthplace for ancient Middle
Eastern civilization?

Tigris and Euphrotes

© Brain Wrinkles




TEACHER INFO: TICKET OUT THE DOOR

* Print of f the following slide & make a copy for each
student. (They are two—per—page).

* Hove students design a t—shirt that represents
their favorite physical feature from the lesson. Have
students create a slogan on the shirt & include
symbols to represent the feature.

 Collect these as the students leave the classroom.




Name:

Souvenir Shird

Design a t—shirt that represents your fovorite
physical feoture from the lesson.

=7

© Brain Wrinkles

Name:

Souvenir Shird

Design a t—shirt that represents your fovorite
physical feature from the lesson.

© Brain Wrin
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Thank Youl

Thank you so much for downloading this file. | sincerely hope you
find it helpful and that your students learn a lot from it! | look
forward to reading your feedback in my store.

If you like this file, you might want to check out some of my other
products that teach social studies topics in creative, engaging,
and hands-on ways.

|- Geography

Assessmenis

| § v 27 Muttiple Choice Questions
"., : fers(qﬁé = v I5 Map location questions
F% >

h Facts & Images

v Aligned to the GPS Por 7 grade SS
v Answer Keys Included
v 100% Editable

Best wishes,
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this product and placing it on the Internet in any form (even a personal/classroom website)
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