










ROCK INVESTIGATION 

Asking Questions/Defining Problems 

Your challenge in this investigation is to determine the characteristics of different types of rocks and minerals. 

Preparing to Investigate 

You will be provided with a set of rock samples containing: obsidian, granite, schist, coal, sandstone, marble, 
andesite, slate, conglomerate, and, limestone. Using the magnifying glass and the website: www.geology.com/rocks 
identify the rocks and minerals you have been given. 

Gathering Evidence 

To begin, make observations about the rocks and minerals you have on your table. 

Sample Observations (Large crystals? Texture? Foliation? Color?, etc. Igneous, Name of Rock/Mineral 

Number etc.) Metamorphic, or 

/Color Sedimentary? 

/Letter 

*Have your instructor check your classification before moving on!








