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Calais and “the  jungle” 

Text adapted from: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37745386 

https://www.economist.com/news/europe/21709332-bilateral-tensions-britain-will-linger-calais-migrant-camp-
cleared-problems-remain 
 

 

 The Jungle camp was near the port of Calais and close to the 31-mile Channel Tunnel. 

 Officially about 7,000 migrants lived in the camp. The Help Refugees agency said the final 
population before its demolition in October 2016 was 8,143. 

 Most of the migrants were from Sudan, Syria,  Afghanistan and Eritrea. 

 French authorities demolished the southern half of the 'Jungle' camp in March 2016  but the 
population continued to rise. Violence was periodically reported: fights among migrants, tear 
gas police raids, occasional racist insults from locals. 

 Many migrants attempt to hide themselves in cargo vehicles entering the Channel Tunnel. They 
want to reach Britain. 

 Both locals and truck operators have held repeated protests. 

 A four-meter high, 1 km-long wall topped with razor wire has been built along both sides of the 
main road to the port. There are few dreams left for migrants.  

 Calais migrant camp is cleared, but problems remain. 
  

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-37745386
https://www.economist.com/news/europe/21709332-bilateral-tensions-britain-will-linger-calais-migrant-camp-cleared-problems-remain
https://www.economist.com/news/europe/21709332-bilateral-tensions-britain-will-linger-calais-migrant-camp-cleared-problems-remain
https://ichef-1.bbci.co.uk/news/624/cpsprodpb/2DFF/production/_91057711_calais_wall_624.png
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A. Build your picture dictionary. Match the words and the pictures:  

 https://learningapps.org/watch?v=pzeh3jggc18

 

Migration: Banksy’s artwork at  “the jungle” 

 
Source: http://www.banksy.co.uk 

 
The British graffiti artist Banksy painted three works in Calais that comment on the ongoing 
refugee crisis.  
The artist sprayed Steve Jobs, Apple co-founder, on a wall of the refugee camp known as “the 
jungle”. He is carrying an early Macintosh computer and a black bag, clearly referencing to Jobs’ 
father, who arrived to the United States from Syria after the Second World War. The photo of Jobs 
is on the artist’s website and it has the caption: "the son of a migrant from Syria." The work is 
intended to draw attention to the benefits of migration. 

 
Source: http://www.banksy.co.uk 
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https://learningapps.org/watch?v=pzeh3jggc18
http://www.banksy.co.uk/
http://www.banksy.co.uk/
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In the center of Calais, Banksy painted a variation of Théodore Géricault’s “The Raft of the 
Medusa” (1818 – 1819). In his version a raft full of migrants tries to get the attention of a passing 
cruise ship.  
At a nearby beach he painted an image of a child looking out to sea through a telescope with a 
vulture sitting on top of it. 
 

 
Source: http://www.banksy.co.uk 

 
Using his international fame, the artist found a way to draw attention to refugees and current 
migrant crisis. 
 
Glossary 
ongoing (adjective): continuing 
caption (noun): words printed above or below a picture to explain what the picture is showing → 
subtitle 
raft (noun): a flat floating structure, usually made of pieces of wood tied together, used as a boat 
draw attention (verb): to make someone notice something 
 
B. Match the following captions to the pictures above. 

 “We’re not all in the same boat.” (Banksy’s website) 

 Unaccompanied minors’ lives are often afflicted by violence and poverty. Their future 
looks grim (→unpleasant- that makes you feel upset and worried). A 17-year-old boy from 
Ethiopia told in an interview: “I don’t manage to eat, to sleep, to do anything else. I am 
worried about what will happen…. I am alone. I have no contact with my family in Ethiopia. 
I am in the dark…. I cannot go out [of the center] here. If I go out, people throw bottles… at 
us. I escaped a bottle that someone threw at me…near the soccer field. It happened to me 
but also to others. Here, I have the feeling people don’t want us…. At home or here, the 
same fate – wherever I go, I have bad luck….”.  (from: 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/12/21/france/uk-lone-children-calais-left-limbo) 

 “We’re often led to believe migration is a drain (→reduction) on the country’s resources, 
but Steve Jobs was the son of a Syrian migrant. Apple is the world’s most profitable 
company, it pays over $7 billion a year in taxes—and it only exists because they allowed in 
a young man from Homs.” (Banksy’s spokesman) 
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http://www.banksy.co.uk/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/12/21/france/uk-lone-children-calais-left-limbo
https://i0.wp.com/www.graffitistreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/banksy-calais-france-girl-vulture.jpg?w=899&h=557&crop
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Banksy confronts racism in Clacton-on-Sea 

 
Source: http://www.banksy.co.uk 

 
The council of Clacton-on-Sea has destroyed a painting by Banksy that criticized views on 
immigration. It was a clever satire on people who are afraid of migrants and feel menaced by 
otherness. 
A group of grey pigeons protests against a green migratory swallow. “Migrants not welcome”, say 
their placards: “Go back to Africa”; “Keep off our worms.” 
As Jonathan Jones writes in his article in the Guardian 
(https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/oct/02/bansky-clacton-on-sea-racism-
tendring-district-council-destroyed-immigration): “the African swallow is not a threat but an 
enriching presence. It’s the “locals” who are grim. Banksy is pointing out that migration is not just 
a good thing – it is a natural fact. Migratory birds have been part of our landscape for a very long 
time. The little Britain defended by those who fear outsiders is an illusion – even the birds in our 
trees are citizens of the world.” 
Once again Banksy has created a powerful image of our prejudiced times. 
 
Glossary 
clever (adjective): intelligent 
satire (noun): a way of criticizing people or ideas in a humorous way 
menace/menaced (verb): to threaten (minacciare) 
placard (noun): a large notice on a piece of card, which is put up or carried in a public place→ 
worm (noun): a long thin creature with no bones and no legs that lives in soil→ 
threat (noun): menace (minaccia) 
enriching (adjective): to make someone richer 
fear (verb): to be afraid of (aver paura di) 
outsider (noun): stranger (estraneo, sconosciuto) 
citizen (noun): inhabitant 

 

 

http://www.banksy.co.uk/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/oct/02/bansky-clacton-on-sea-racism-tendring-district-council-destroyed-immigration
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2014/oct/02/bansky-clacton-on-sea-racism-tendring-district-council-destroyed-immigration
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/Files/4070/5/EnvSci_img057.jpg
https://rfclipart.com/image/big/9e-2b-6d/hand-with-blank-placard-Download-Royalty-free-Vector-File-EPS-2846.jpg
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C. Read the text and look carefully at Banksy’s mural. Are the following statements true (T) or 

false (F)? 
 

You can see Banksy’s mural in Clacton-on-Sea, if you visit the town.  

The council liked the mural.  

The pigeons represent racist people.  

The pigeons consider the swallow a menace.  

The swallow is dangerous.  

According to Banksy, migration is a natural process.  

 
D. Watch the video on Banksy’s mural in Clacton-on-Sea: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZ5GhR3mi-A
 

Then complete the sentences with the correct words. 
 https://learningapps.org/watch?v=pxic4tadc18

 
E. Imagine a positive version of Banksy’s mural where the pigeons welcome the swallow. Write 

new messages on their placards. Imagine how the swallow would introduce himself. 
 

 
 
F. Homework. Vocabulary revision: solve the crossword.  
http://LearningApps.org/watch?v=p06ye8v1517 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZ5GhR3mi-A
https://learningapps.org/watch?v=pxic4tadc18
http://learningapps.org/watch?v=p06ye8v1517

