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Welcome
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‘What do you understand about the 
writer’s feelings when he describes the 
blue curtains?’         (exam question)

“I don’t understand. He says 

the curtains are blue because 

they are blue.”                  

(student response)
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Session objectives
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

Can you …

support learners to write 
non-fiction texts?

use research to develop 
your practice?

support learners to 
analyse non-fiction 

texts?

develop active, 
personalised learning 

approaches?
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Supporting learners to 
analyse non-fiction texts
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It’s an adventure…the growth mindset approach to 
teaching 19th century texts

‘Imagine having to read texts you cannot connect with 
or even, in some cases, understand. If I really don’t like a 
book, I stop reading it and get another one. We need to 
re-evaluate what we are expecting students to respond 
to. We want engagement with the texts and yet we 
continue to deluge our students in texts written by adults 
whose experience they can never relate to.’

(Jill Carter: http://educationblog.oup.com/secondary/english/all-them-empty-
lines) 

http://educationblog.oup.com/secondary/english/all-them-empty-lines


EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOUNDATION Slide 8

‘We will want to make sure that our students 
have opportunities to encounter texts from 
further back in time than they might have done 
in the past. We will want them to hone their 
resilience, their stickability in the face of words 
and sentences and paragraphs that initially they 
can’t immediately ‘get’. ’

http://educationblog.oup.com/secondary/english/geoff-

barton-o-brave-new-world

http://educationblog.oup.com/secondary/english/geoff-barton-o-brave-new-world
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GCSE essentially puts reading at the core – with a 
need for encounters with unseen texts

We will want visually to show why these texts 
matter, and to demystify the process of reading 
texts that initially intimidate us

Geoff Barton
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Activate 
prior 

knowledge

Independent/deliberate 
practice

Structured 
reflection https://educationendowmentfoundation.o

rg.uk/public/files/Publications/Metacogniti

on/EEF_Metacognition_and_self-

regulated_learning.pdf

In chat, note one key idea which resounded with you and explain why
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THE LEARNING ZONE AND THE PERFORMANCE ZONE

Eduardo Briceño
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In chat, describe your reading over the last year 
according to the following classifications:

fiction literary

non-fiction            non-literary

21st century          20th century

19th century



• Skim

• Scan

• Detailed reading

• Predict

• Guess unknown words

• Infer meaning

• Analyse language use

• Analyse structure

• Understand main ideas

• Understand text 
organisation

• Understand a writer’s 
purpose

• Evaluate a writer’s 
attitude

• Compare writers’ 
thoughts and feelings

What learners need to know how to do
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Schema theory holds that the meaning of 
reading materials is constructed by readers 
on the basis of the information they 
encounter, the information they already have 
in memory and the way in which readers 
interact with new information.

John Glover, Royce Ronning, Roher Bruning (1990), Cognitive 
Psychology for Teachers, Oxford: Macmillan
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Bikers without Borders

• From the photograph and title together, what do 
you predict the text might be about?

• What do you already know about texts like this?



Helping people

Rural off road 

Borders

Congo

bikes

Medical help

Play on Drs without 

borders

aid

Underprivilege

Congo

People who 

need help

Features of the writing

Information

Imagery

Non-fiction

Title – can go anywhere –

neutral

Play on Drs without 

borders

aid

Bikers 

without 

borders



Devising questions

In pairs, set four questions on the text for another pair to answer.  Your aim is to devise 

questions which will show a detailed understanding of the text.  Write notes on what you 

would expect a ‘good’ answer to include.

Language technique approaches (‘Daforest’ and ‘not daforest’ see HOs2)

3-2-1

3 significant words

2 important phrases

1 complete quotation which you feel sums up the text.

Approaches to reading



BREAK

Back in 10 minutes
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Supporting learners to 
write non-fiction
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Text functions

• Inform

• Persuade

• Argue

• Discuss

• Explain

• Entertain

IPAD+EE
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S6 HO3
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The writing process

Delivered by ccConsultancy for the Education and Training Foundation

Think about why 

you’re writing and 

who it’s to or for

Read and improve 

the draft

Think of ideas and 

make notes

Proof read

Decide the order 

and shape

Make a final copy

Write a rough 

draft
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Lotus blossom planning

24
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Idea 8 Idea 1 Idea 2

Idea 7 Winter Idea 3

Idea 6 Idea 5 Idea 4

Idea 

5

Idea 

3

Idea 

4

Idea 

2

Idea 

1

Idea 

8

Idea 

7

Idea 

6
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Ideas for inclusion
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▪ Using mindmaps/graphic organisers (might need to be explicitly taught as some learners 

feel very stressed by these unless the process is explained)

▪ Keeping personal glossaries vocabulary lists so that they can add the words they don’t know

▪ Talking explicitly about the tricky parts of words to spell and how to remember them

▪ Helping them to organise their folders with places to file specific parts of the course

▪ Making it clear that you will regularly ask them to stop doing something and that the process is as (even 

more?) important as the product (Learners with Asperger’s may want to finish every task so watch out for 

this)

▪ Ask for volunteers for reading rather than putting people on the spot

▪ Give the big picture as much as possible so that they can work whole to part rather than the other way round

▪ Reflect on learning regularly, etc.                        

Ideas for inclusion: not just coloured paper
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Review of the session 
and post-session tasks
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Review: dice of destiny

1: One thing you’ll tell others about
2. Two things you’ll read
3. Three things you’ve learned
4. Something that will influence your teaching
5. Something that you need to know more about
6. Something that you’ll do next



31

To finish off this session:
• Ensure your PDPs are up to date (especially if you think you might like to 

take the accreditation.) Relevant learning outcomes: 1.2, 3.2, 4.1, 4.5, 5.2

Post-session tasks
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• Download and save EbS7-HO2 Extract 1 and 

EbS7-HO Extract 2 from Dr Jekyll and Mr 

Hyde (print them out if you are able.)

• Read S7 HO4 DARTs guidelines

• Download and read an examiner’s report from 

your awarding organisation.  Be prepared to 

feedback key points.

Before day 4

Delivered by ccConsultancy for the Education and Training Foundation
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